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March 1, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GRIDSOLAR AND FERNWOOD COVE SIGN OPTION TO LEASE LAND FOR SOLAR GENERATING FACILITY

PORTLAND – GridSolar, LLC and Fernwood Cove announced that they had entered into an option agreement under which GridSolar has the right to lease up to 50 acres of land owned by Fernwood Cove in Harrison, Maine for the purpose of installing distributed solar generation in furtherance of the GridSolar Project.  
The option to lease is the second land-lease agreement for GridSolar, a smart-grid alternative to the $1.5 billion upgrade in transmission lines proposed by Central Maine Power Company. 
“This project will stand in sharp contrast to the transmission lines and towers that bisect Mr. Gill’s property and the transmission lines CMP is proposing as a part of the MPRP,” said Mark Isaacson, a founding partner in GridSolar.  “First, we have not threatened the landowner with eminent domain; second, our installation will not impede view sheds, impact the health and safety of neighboring households or disturb the quiet in this part of the state; and third, we will not disturb or impact any wetlands in our construction or ongoing operations.”

“We are very pleased to have entered into our second land agreement and especially pleased to be able to do so with a company that is so committed to preserving the ‘Maine experience’ as Fernwood Cove,” said Richard Silkman, a founding partner of GridSolar.  “The land is located within a region identified by CMP as in need of reliability service and is adjacent to a 34.5 kV distribution line.  This will permit a larger project and a direct interconnection to an important distribution line in this region of CMP’s service territory.”  
“We have been looking for an opportunity to utilize this land in a way that is consistent with our company’s core mission of simple living in the out-of-doors and our strong commitment to Maine’s environment,” said Jim Gill, Owner/Director of  Fernwood Cove, a summer camp for girls in Harrison, Maine.  “One of the drawbacks to the parcel has been that it is bisected by a CMP high voltage line that runs into a new CMP substation very close to our property.  Of course, this feature makes the location very attractive to GridSolar.  If GridSolar is successful in its application to the Maine PUC, we intend to integrate a new teaching module on solar generation into our summer programs.”

GridSolar is continuing discussions with other landowners and communities for similar installations elsewhere.
About GridSolar

GridSolar, LLC is a Portland, ME based company that has proposed the GridSolar Project as an alternative to CMP’s proposal to spend $1.5 billion on transmission.  The GridSolar Project represents a very different vision of the electric grid of the future – a vision based on the concept of a Smart Electricity Grid.  Rather than expand the transmission system to bring electricity to Maine’s cities and towns, the GridSolar Project provides electricity to those communities using distributed solar generation located within the communities in combination with investments in a smart electric grid to promote energy efficiency and demand response.  Many small-scale generating facilities are inherently more reliable (and less susceptible to terrorist attack) than are long, high capacity transmission lines that cause massive black-outs when they fail.  In addition, the GridSolar Project ensures that the jobs and property tax revenues from new renewable generation benefit Maine and not Canada or some other state in the northeast.
For more information go to www.gridsolarme.com
About Fernwood Cove

Fernwood Cove, summer camp for girls, was established in 1998 on the former site of Camp Chickawah, a boys’ camp established in 1920 which operated successfully into the mid 1980's. The owners of Fernwood Cove quickly began developing what would become Maine’s first half-season traditional girls’ camp. Since its first summer in 1999 Fernwood Cove has embraced its founding principles of simple living in the out of doors and the warmth of community. Fernwood Cove will continue with these values and philosophy for generations to come.
For more information go to www.fernwoodcove.com
Contact: Dennis Bailey, Savvy, Inc., 207-347-6077
